STATEMENT FOR CALIFORNIA CUSTOMERS

We are pleased to report that California bill SB1277 has been completely revised. It now calls only for a study by 2010 on both natural grass and synthetic turf. The proposed study will include all types of natural and synthetic turf – regardless of whether or not it is filled or unfilled or what material it may be filled with.

 

We are pleased that this study must now look at all playing surfaces – not singling out artificial turf or more specifically turf filled with crumb rubber.

 

We are in completely support of the proposed bill and are pleased that logic and rational decisions have prevailed in a forum where hysteria and scare tactics often rule. The research will reveal that the installation of a FieldTurf field eliminates the use of harmful pesticides, fertilizers and herbicides, while at the same time, removes over 20,000 tires from landfill sites. FieldTurf requires no mowing, fertilizing, reseeding or watering. A typical soccer / football field can use between 2.5 million and 3.5 million gallons of potable water per year.

 

SB 1277, as amended, reads:
 
Existing law requires all new playgrounds open to the public built by a public agency or any other entity to conform to the playground-related standards set forth by the American Society for Testing and Materials and the playground-related guidelines set forth by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.
 
This bill would require, on or before September 1, 2010, the Integrated Waste Management Board, in consultation with the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment and the State Department of Public Health, to prepare and provide to the Legislature and post on the board’s Internet Web site a study on the effects of synthetic turf and natural turf on the environment and public health.
 
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
(a)  By September 1, 2010,Integrated Waste Management Board, in consultation with the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment and the State Department of Public Health, shall prepare and provide to the Legislature and post on the board’s Internet Web site a study that compares the effects of synthetic turf and natural turf on the environment and the public health.
 
(b)  For purposes of this section, synthetic turf means any composition material used to cover or surface a field as an alternative to grass.
 

The bill, as originally written, would have prohibited a person from installing synthetic turf unless and until the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment had prepared a site specific environmental impact report on this installation. The bill, as originally written, would also have required the State Department of Public Health to prepare and make available to the public a health study on the use of crumb rubber within synthetic turf.

Why did the state of California make the necessary changes? Simply put, the bill was proposed without proper research. With some research it was determined that artificial turf fields pose zero health risk and are safe!

We are confident in the quality and safety of our products and support any study that fairly reviews the science.

The current status of the bill is that it has been referred to the Appropriations Committee.
